But he felt he could speak for the whole of the Sikh
community in saying that they would be touched by
Gandhiji5 s having daily recitation which he (Gandhiji)
could choose from the many extracts from the Sikh
scriptures, which the correspondent offered to recite
before Gandhiji. The speaker at once accepted the
offer adding that he would come to a decision after
he had listened for himself to the recitation by the writer.
To that end he suggested that the writer should get an
appointment from Shri Brijkrishanji.
APPEAL FOR COTTON BALES
Next he referred to the offer that had come to him
from Bombay from cotton merchants in response to his
mention that the refugees should get cotton and calico
and a supply of needles so that they could make rezais
for their own use, which would save probably lakhs of
rupees and give the refugees the required cover without
any difficulty. Such a procedure would also increase the
self-esteem of the refugees and they would learn the
first lesson in healthy co-operation. He at the same
time added that there was no dearth of cotton mills in
Delhi itself. There were several mills running in the city,
but he welcomed^ the offer from Bombay because he did
not wish to put an unnecessary strain upon willing
donors. The larger the number of donors., the better it
was for them and the country. He hoped, therefore,
that the cotton merchants would, as early as possible,
send all the bales they could. Such co-operation from
moneyed men would lessen the burden that lay upon
the Government. When they had come into their own,
everyone was a willing partner in the Government of
the country if he did his duty as a citizen in the fullest
sense of the term.
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